
 

OUTDOOR WATER BAN UPDATE 

JULY 21, 2021 
 
 
 

The Outdoor Watering Ban is still effective until further notice. 
 

On June 24, 2021, the City of Minnetrista reinstated the Emergency Outdoor Water Ban effective 

immediately until further notice. This applies to all City residents on City water supply. The City would like 

to thank residents for their patience during this time! We have been able to keep an adequate level in the 

water towers for fire protection and to avoid a drink water advisory.  

 

Why is the ban still in place? 

Although the City water towers have stabilized, the drought like conditions continue. If the City lifts the 

ban, even to a restricted watering schedule, there is a risk of the water towers plummeting to the 

dangerously low levels we saw after the first restricted schedule was implemented on June, 16, 2021.  

 

During the first restricted schedule on June 23, 2021, the water tower dropped to 11 feet within eight 

hours. Keep in mind, at least 22 feet is adequate for fire protection, and anything under 10 feet triggers a 

drinking water advisory. A drinking water advisory occurs when a water tower’s pressure drops below a 

certain threshold.  

 

If the water levels drop below 10 feet, residents would experience low or negative pressure in the water 

system. Our water supply could be at risk for contamination, and this would trigger a drinking water 

advisory. If this were to happen, residents would have to boil all water used for consumption in their 

homes, and our water tower would be shut down entirely for three to five days for a decontamination 

process.  Public safety and public health are the City’s top priorities, and we are trying to avoid situations 

that could compromise either the safety or health of the residents. 

 

With the ban still in place, the city continues to allow watering permits for new sod or seed. We are also 

extending the existing permits for 30 days. To request and extension or apply for a water permit, please 

contact our Police Department at 952-446-1131. 

 

Did you know?  

 On July 16, 2021 the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) entered the state of Minnesota into 

a drought warning phase and are implementing next drought response steps. According to the 

DNR, under current conditions, it will at least three to five inches of precipitation spread over a 

period of about two weeks to significantly alleviate the drought. 

(https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2021/07/16/minnesota-enters-drought-warning-phase) 

 

 The City’s water supply plan projects the City’s growth and identifies system improvements to 

keep up with the demand. When designing and evaluating water infrastructure, City Staff and 

Council plan for peak demands typically due to irrigation and the water capacity needed to keep 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2021/07/16/minnesota-enters-drought-warning-phase


up with those demands.  

 

o The DNR’s objective is to keep the maximum daily demand for irrigation months to less 

than 2.6 times a household’s normal usage. This means, if a household typically uses 

10,000 gallons per month (non-summer months,) during peak times that same household 

should only be using 26,000 per month. 

o The City’s average maximum daily demand for May and June of 2021 was 3.3 times a 

household’s normal usage. For example, a household typically uses 10,000 gallons per 

month (during non-summer months.) In May and June, the City saw the same household 

using 33,000 gallons per month.  

 

 City Water Demand Statistics for 2021 Second Quarter  

o Over 64% of residents on City Water supply used over 50,000 gallons of water from April-

June 2021. 

o About 40% of residents are over the DNR estimated maximum daily demand (2.6 times 

normal usage.) 

o The water tower levels dropped below 22 feet (adequate level for fire protection) nine 

times between June 4, 2021 and June 23, 2021. 

o The water tower levels dropped below 15 feet (drinking water advisory is triggered at 10 

feet) four times from June 8, 2021- June 24, 2021 

 

 The City of Minnetrista City Council discussed the City’s water supply and infrastructure at the July 

19, 2021 City Council meeting. This recording will be posted to the City’s YouTube page 

(https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofminnetrista) 

 

What’s next?  

 City staff will continue to monitor the water tower levels and evaluate the precipitation over 

the next few weeks.  

 City Council will be evaluating options to meet the increasing water demands. They will be 

reviewing water infrastructure plans and alternatives in the upcoming meetings.  

 To keep up to date on the City’s outdoor watering ban, please sign up for the “public works 

alert” email alerts (https://www.cityofminnetrista.com/newsletters.) 

 Keep in mind, the historically hottest months are July and August. Residents should continue 

to conserve water when possible.  Below are resources and tips for water conservation:  

o DNR Water Conservation webpage 

o  University of Minnesota Turfgrass Science  irrigation resources 

o EPA WaterSense Program 

o Metropolitan Council Water Conservation Toolbox 

o Minnesota Rural Water Association downloadable ads 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/cityofminnetrista
https://www.cityofminnetrista.com/newsletters
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/watermgmt_section/appropriations/conservation.html
https://turf.umn.edu/lawn-info/irrigation-resources
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/learn-more
https://metrocouncil.org/Wastewater-Water/Planning/Water-Supply-Planning/Conservation-and-Efficiency/Toolbox.aspx
http://www.mrwa.com/conservationwaterrates.html

