
COUNCIL’S CORNER 

The City of  
Minnetrista will  
deliver quality 

services in a cost 
effective and 

innovative manner and 
provide opportunities 
for a high quality of 
life while protecting 

natural resources and         
maintaining a rural  

character, while 
effectively managing 

growth. 

December 6,  2021: City Council Actions & City Updates 

To view the entire City Council Packet,  visit our website here.  

Contact Your  
Council: 

 

Lisa Whalen  

Pam Mortenson 

Ann MacGregor 

John Tschumperlin 

Cathleen Reffkin 

 

Mayor’s Message 

Beginning in 2020, Mayor 

Whalen introduced the 

Mayor’s Blog in an effort 

to increase communica-

tion between the City and 

its residents. She updates 

residents about City    

issues that the Council 

have discussed and    

issues that may be of 

interest to you.  To keep 

up to date  please visit the 

City’s website.  

         Visit the City’s website for more     
information: www.cityofminnetrista.com 

2022 City Budget and Tax Levy 
 

The City Council approved the 2022 City budget and tax levy. The preliminary 

budget and levy were presented in August and September. Several budget       

discussions have been held at subsequent Council meetings relating to            

enterprise funds, roads, parks and street enhancements.  

Major factors that contributed to the budget increase include; increases to          

employee salary and benefits, capital improvement projects, pavement           

management plan, 2022 street improvement project and two additional full time     

employees in the Public Safety and Public Works department. 

The City Council approved the 2022 final tax levy in the amount of $5,375,433, a 

5.53% increase from 2021’s levy and a total City budget in the amount of 

$13,586,787. 

Sign up for City E-News and 

Alerts here! 

Farewell to City Administrator      
Michael Barone 

 
After 12 years of service with the City of 

Minnetrista and nearly 30 years in public 

service, City Administrator Michael       

Barone attended his final City Council 

Meeting of his career, as he will be       

retiring on December 17, 2021.  

Michael Barone’s  experience,          

guidance, support, and leadership has 

been invaluable to elected officials, city 

staff, and the community and the City 

Council wished him the best in his                

retirement. 

A retirement party will be held on       

December 15, 2021 from 5:00-7:00 

p.m. This event is open to the public 

and more details can be seen on our 

website.   

Amending Official Zoning Map 
 

The City Council approved an      

ordinance amending the city zoning 

code to bring zoning into             

compliance with the 2040           

Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan.) 

Upon adoption of the 2040 Comp 

Plan, the City is required to bring 

zoning into compliance with the 

Comprehensive plan. Due to    

COVID-19, public meetings were 

not held in person, and Metropolitan 

Council extended the timeline for 

cities to complete their zoning codes 

and maps to conform to the Comp 

Plan.  

The Planning Commission held a 

public hearing and recommended 

approval of the draft ordinance. The 

City Council  reviewed the            

information and took the               

recommendation of the Planning 

Commission to approve the zoning 

code changes by adopting            

Ordinance 468 amending the official 

zoning map.  
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